Citizen Representative Instructions



During the presidential election simulation you will be performing various tasks which will help represent the American Electorate, interest groups, and the media. You must do your best to remain neutral and forget your personal opinions and prejudices regarding the issues and the candidates.    Grading will reflect how accurately you portray your state(s) and the merits of the candidates.


The following is a list of the responsibilities CRs will perform during the simulation and a brief description of each.


State Representation: Since the presidential election depends little on how individuals vote, but rather on which states vote for the candidates, individual CRs will represent states.  


a.) Create a large logo for your state (with its name) and hang it by your desk.  


b.) Research and write notes on your state.  Get to know what your state is about (economy, values, 

                 demographics, etc)  


c.) Each CR is expected to be familiar with their state's positions on the key issues:

1.) abortion



6.) crime (death penalty/ gun control)
11.) taxes (increase on rich? Tax breaks?)

2.) civil rights (gay marriage, affirm. Act.)
7.) Civil Liberties



12.) Immigration


3.) Income Gap



8.) Medicare/Health care  


13.) Economy



4.) social security/elderly


9.) Energy  (nuclear power, drilling)

14.) Foreign Policy (interventionist vs.

5.) unemployment/poverty


10.) Environment



15.) Education                              isolationist)


Daily Journal: A concise and precise daily journal is one of the key components of the CRs grade.  The CR must maintain 

his/her thoughts on the campaign in an unbiased fashion.  The journal should include: 


1) The precise percentages and number of voters within a state of people who are likely to vote for a 

                 given candidate 


2.) most importantly,  an explanation and reasons why the polls changed 


3.) A detailed record of financial donations given by your PAC/527 to certain candidates, the reasons 
 

                 for the donations and the amounts remaining in the PACS/527 account 


4.) A list of polls asked for by the candidates and the results of those polls. (***see the bottom on the 

                 back of this page for costs)


Keeping Polls: CR's will be responsible for keeping accurate polls. CRs must update the polls daily and demonstrate why a candidate went up or down in the polls. You will also be responsible for inputting your data into the spreadsheet used for this simulation on the teacher’s computer.  Remember, it is rare that a candidate gains or loses significantly in a short time span., however, major mistakes (gaffes) by candidates or visits to the state can change opinion within a state at a faster than normal pace.  Record the results and issuance of polls in your daily journal.  

Debate Moderators: In the event of a debate, the CRs will be responsible for playing the roll of the press/town hall common person with questions.  Before the program begins you should meet among yourselves and designate a chairperson or moderator.  Each CR should the prepare written questions (which hopefully reflect the key issue you chose for your state and your 527/PACs key concern) and ask them during the debate.  DO NOT intentionally load all your questions against a particular candidate.  Remember, the purpose of a debate is to determine which candidate is most able to lead the nation.  Do not make a determination before the debate begins.
Final Journal Entry: Your final journal entry should be a typed two page paper reflecting why your state(s) cast their votes the way they did during the election.  Be sure to mention how effective commercials were to your states, which candidates appealed to your states more (and why).  Finally, conclude by analyzing the election simulation as a whole. What were the strengths of the simulation and what weaknesses need to be addressed in the future?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
SAMPLE DAILY JOURNAL ENTRY:



REGION: PACIFIC COAST

DATE: Monday Oct., 6

NAME: Joe Globs


STATES:

DEM


REP


3rd


CALIFORNIA

50% (+1)

48% (-1)


2% (same)


NEVADA

48% (-1)


51% (+1)

1% (same)

     EXPLANATION:


DEM: Obama made an appearance in California. He conducted a fundraiser and then campaigned on the issue improving the economy. He stated that the reason for the current financial crisis is because of the lax oversight and regulation in the lending sector. He proposed to increase enforcement of regulations in this area. He also discussed the current energy crisis and proposed to give tax subsidies for those who install solar heaters in their houses. CA. is in favor of those issues.


Obama also made an appearance in Nevada and spoke about cleaning up the environment. Nevada is in favor of that issue due to the issue of Yucca Mountain and nuclear waste. 


Obama didn’t seem well prepared and didn’t appear “presidential as he wore a t-shirt and shorts to campaign. 


REP: McCain visited Nevada and spoke on the issue of oil dependence and the need to lower taxes in order to stimulate investment especially in this period of financial distress. McCain also showed an ad to both California and Nevada showcasing Obama’s “sexist” comments regarding pigs and lipstick. McCain was well prepared with his speech and was concise with answering questions. 


3rd: Didn’t campaign at all in the region.

    OUTCOME 

· Obama +1% in CA since he campaigned and spoke about the right issues. He would have gained more if it wasn’t t for the effective ads McCain made and also his lack of concern over his appearance. 

· McCain gained +1% in Nevada after talking about the right issues and his charisma and presentability was more presidential.

· Nader didn’t come so his polls stayed the same. 
POLLING: McCain asked for an issue poll for Nevada regarding the environment. He was charged $20,000.

527s/PACS: MoveOnLiberal made an ad worth $50,000 towards Obama due to his stance on the War in Iraq. (total remaining $75,000)

REGIONAL POLLS: Pacific Coast: D: 56
 R: 42
3rd: 2    (get this from the spread sheet computer program) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Step 1: INITIAL POLLS

Use the percentage polls the teacher gave you. Make your initial daily journal using the sample above. No need to have a description as to why the polls changed since this will be your initial poll (just write for the description “initial poll””. Have the rest of the journal laid out (Polling, Regional Polls) and leave the descriptions blank except for the 527/PACS-list which 527/PAC you have and how much you started with. Don’t erase this initial poll from your computer because you can use it as a template for your future polls. 

FUTURE STEPS:

Using your “Initial Journal” poll as your template, for the next simulation day you will need to have changed the polls, stated the reasons for the change, and make adjustments for the others parts as needed.

***COSTS (for the candidates to receive the following information from you):

Costs of Polls:
National
$50,000 (popularity poll only)- contact teacher if a candidate wants this



Regional 
$25,000  (popularity poll only)- record if you give a candidate this info and record the costs














   



State

$10,000 (per issue) - record if you give a candidate this info and record the costs





$25,000 (popularity poll per state) - record if you give a candidate this info and record the costs

CR FAQs 
WHEN DO I HAVE TO DO MY POLLING?
1.) Polls (including regional polls) are due on every simulation day.

2.) Polls are to be typed and ready at the beginning of class. The CRs should sit side-by-side 

     with polls out so I can check them quickly and easily. Make sure polls are dated.

3.) Be sure to have place your Regions’ Placard on your desk clearly visible with the names and 

     pictures of your States so the candidates know where to campaign.

4.) If you are going to be absent, you must have someone bring your polls to class AND take 

    notes.

5.) Polls can go up or down no more than 6% in a given simulation day {example: Day #1. polls= 

      55% to 45%; Day #2.) 58% to 42%}

6.) Make sure you input your states’ polls into the computer spreadsheet program (Mr. Abe’s/Davey’s computer) BEFORE the simulation day is done.

7.) Keep all of your polls together in your journal/log binder and bring it every simulation day. 

WHAT AFFECTS POLLS?
1.) How the candidates stand on certain issues as compared to your states’ stances on those   

     same issues.

2.) How well they advertise and campaign in your state or region.

3.) How compelling they send their message (which will include their performances in debates 

     which you will have to take notes on)

4.) Candidate’s backgrounds should initially affect polls. (i.e. religion, military background, what 

     county they are from, etc.)

5.) Corruption should definitely hurt a candidate’s polls

6.) For a more specific description as to the changing of polls please see “CR Addendum” sheet. 

WHO Do I GIVE MONEY to AND HOW MUCH SHOULD I GIVE?

1.) As CRs you play two roles, as a pollster for your citizenry – and as a donor for the people of your region.
2.) As a representative of the people donating in your region should give money to candidates when they show that they could benefit the issues your region holds dear.  (i.e. If a candidate states in a debate that he wants to end the death penalty and your region is strongly pro-death penalty then you would give to the other candidate.)

3.) Each region will have an amount of money which should be donated to the campaigns slowly throughout.  All of it should be donated prior to day 6.
CR ADDENDUM

As a CR your role is integral to this simulation.  If you are absent during the simulation you will lose participation points which cannot be made up.  Your most important responsibility will be to produce weekly tracking polls for class during each "simulation day."  The polls of each state and the region as a whole should be sagely considered and reasons for plus or minus movement by candidates should be reflected in your journals.  Please consider the following items as a basis for your initial polls and movement during the simulation.  Remember, each class day for the simulation reflects one week of campaigning.

 Initial polls: Be sure to use the initial percentage polls given to you by the teacher. DO NOT share this information with 

                     ANYONE!  Note if the president is from your state he gets a 6% bounce in the initial polls (+3% for him and -3% for the 

        opposition.  Vice Presidential candidates are worth ½ of that.
The traditional campaign season is from labor day in late August until the vote in early November.  This simulation will reflect that period.  After you have your initial totals the weekly tracking polls should reflect events which occur in the classroom. 


Each campaign week (a day) can bring a 2-6 point swing for candidates based on:



a.) the overall conduct of the candidates’ campaign



b.) ads 

type of ad 

% change
T.V ads


1-3

Radio ads

.5 - 1.5

Pamphlets

0 - .5



c.) the portrayal of the campaign reflected by the media

Campaigns can also hinge on particular events which can sway voters even more than the average 4-6 points (note these events are irregular and are not always present in a  campaign.)  These events include the following.


a.) Debates: A strong performance by a particular candidate during a nationally televised debate make swing a candidate up

to 3%. If the candidate is able to carry the momentum from the debate this swing can continue for another week.


b.) Gaffes:  A gaffe is a huge blunder (usually a misstatement) by a particular candidate which catches national attention.  

For instance at a media photo-opportunity, Vice-Presidential candidate Dan Quayle insisted to a group of seven year olds that potato 

was spelled P-O-T-A-T-O-E.  Mike Dukkakis committed a gaffe when in response to a question in a debate “Would you support the

 death penalty if your wife was raped, brutally beaten, and murdered?” he responded without emotion “no, under no circumstances 

do I support it”  Swings can gaffe can cost a candidate an immediate -5% in a given week (in addition to the regular swing)


c.) Scandal: A scandal reported by the media should have an instant and powerful effect on the campaign.  This influence

 should be particularly devastating if the media continues to follow the story as it progresses.  A scandal can cost a particular 

campaign up to 8%. (in addition to the regular swing)

d.) Visits: A successful visit by a presidential candidate will bring a boost in the poll of that state.  

Candidate Visit to State

Candidate Visit to Region 

V.P. visit  to State
+1 (just visit)


+.75 (just visit)


+.5 (just visit)

+1.5 (talks about the right issues)
+1  (talks about the right issues)
+1  (talks about the right issues)
-2 (talks poorly about issues)
-1  (talks poorly about issues)
-1  (talks poorly about issues)

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS CONCERNING CANDIDATE’S PRESENTATION:


The candidate, when visiting your state, should present themselves I a “presidential “ and organized manner. Use this accordingly when you adjust your polls. Here is what they were told to do concerning issues when making a speech to a state/CR: 

1.) State the problem or the condition


2.) Identify its causes


3.) Define action needed


4.) Propose your solution


5.) Show how your proposal will eliminate the causes and effects and solve the problem


6.) Show the proposal as the only practical solution


7.) Tell the audience what they should do to put the ideas to work

