
American Government

Voters and Voter Behavior



INCOME/OCCUPATION

Democrats: 
Lower income

Republicans

Upper Income

I.) Factors Affecting Voter Behavior:
A.) The Sociological Factors:



Education

Education:

• High School: Rep.

• College: Rep.

• Grad School: Dem.



GENDER

MEN: tend to vote Rep.

WOMEN: tend to vote Dem.



RELIGION



AGE



ETHNICITY
White: more likely than 

nonwhites to vote Rep. 

Nonwhite: more likely than 

whites to vote Democratic. 

Blacks are the most loyal 

Democratic voters. 





 A. Solid South: traditionally Democratic, 
but now Republican. 

 B. Great Plains: Republican 

 C. Rocky Mountain region: Republican

 D. New England: traditionally Republican,
but increasingly Democratic in recent years 

 E. Great Lakes region: Democratic trend. 
 F. Sunshine West: Battleground- leaning De,

 G.  Urban vs. rural

GEOGRAPHY



•B.) OTHER FACTORS:

•A.) Political party affiliation.

• 1. Probably the strongest predictor of voting. 

• 2. However, more people probably “vote the man, not the party” than in the past. 

• 3. Straight ticket voting: decline in recent years. 

• 4. Split ticket voting: increase in recent years. 



II. The Right to Vote

A. Constitutional Basis: The Constitution contains little about the right to 
vote and leaves  most suffrage qualifications to the States. Here are a 
few provisions:

 If can vote for st. leg., can vote in nat’l elections

 Can’t deprive b/c of race: _____ Amendment

• Why was this an ineffective solution?

 Can’t deprive b/c of gender: _____ Amendment

 Citizens of D.C. can vote in Pres. Elections ____ 
Amendment

 Can’t require a poll tax: _____ Amendment

 Can’t deprive 18 or older: _____ Amendment



 The franchise has been extended in two major ways:

• (1) elimination of arbitrary restrictions

• (2) Federal Government’s increased involvement in voting 
matters



B.) Federal Laws

1.) The Civil Rights Acts of 1957 and 1960

2.) The Civil Rights Act of 1964

3.) The Voting Rights Act of 1965 and its Amendments 

- Shelby County v. Holder (2013)

-voter fraud

4.) Motor Voter Law-

Colbert Teacher Arrested Voter Reg.avi


III. Rules

 Every State requires that voters be both citizens and 

residents.

FOR CALIFORNIA:

 You may register to vote if you meet the following criteria: 

 You are a United States citizen 

 You are a resident of California 

 You are at least 18 years of age (or will be by the date of the 
next election) 

 You are not in prison or on parole for conviction of a felony 

 You have not been judged by a court to be mentally 
incompetent to register and vote

 Deadline to register in CA: ______________



IV. Study of Voter Behavior

 Elections- the medium of airing stance on issues and candidates   

through the ballot booth

 Public Opinion Polls- the way to measure the electorate’s views 

Millions of Americans do vote and their votes are influenced by a 
number of psychological and sociological factors.

 Sociological factors:  that impact voting can include a voter’s 
income, occupation, education, age, and gender, as well as 
family, friends, and coworkers.

 Psychological factors:  are the ways a voter sees 

the parties, candidates, and issues in an election.



V.) Nonvoting: 
“Idiotes” from Greek, referring to those who did not participate in the political life of Athens.

A.) Size of Problem-

 Presidential Elections: 1/2  (on-year elections)

 Off-year elections: 1/3 (mid-term elections)



Voter Turnout By Country (eligible voters)





B.) WHY PEOPLE DON’T VOTE

1.) Cannot Voters:

a. people in mental institutions

b. people declared mentally incompetent

c. convicted felons

d. in prison

e. dishonorably discharged veterans

f. homeless



2.) Non- Voters

a. Political Efficacy

b. Apathy

c. Dealignment

d. Lack of knowledge



3.) Other Factors:

Time-zone fallout

Weather

Ballot fatigue (can’t complete ballot)



C. Those Who Vote vs. Non-voters

1.) Age: older you are more likely to vote

2.) Socio-Economic: Higher social-economic level 

more likely to vote

3.) Gender: women more likely to vote than men

4.) Degree of Competition: more competition =more  

voting



D. Possible Reforms

Fair Representation Voting for legislative 

elections would allow for outcomes that better represent the 
diverse beliefs of the electorate, and could therefore combat 
the low voter turnout that we see in many winner-take-all 
plurality districts, where choices are limited.

National Popular Vote (NPV) for president, which 

would make every vote in every state equally valuable in 
every election, would expand presidential campaigns from just 
ten states to all 50. As voter turnout is markedly lower in 
states that receive no presidential campaign attention, the 
reallocation of campaign resources to include non-
battleground states would likely increase turnout in those 
states.

http://www.fairvote.org/fair-voting-proportional-representation/
http://www.fairvote.org/national-popular-vote/


Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) for other single seat 
offices like mayor and governor would better 
represent the views of third party and independent 
voters, as more candidates would be inclined to run. 
Therefore, voters who might not feel that their views 
are represented in a two-party race would turn out to 
the polls to support their preferred candidate.

Universal Voter Registration would modernize 
voter registration in the United States, making 
government responsible for maintaining accurate and 
complete voter rolls, shifting our system from its 
current opt-in structure to an opt-out structure.

http://www.fairvote.org/instant-runoff-voting/
http://www.fairvote.org/universal-voter-registration/

