SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS, PACS, & CAMPAIGN FINANCE
INTEREST GROUPS: WHAT ARE THEY?

​- _________________________________________________________________________________________________

- Linkage Institutions that link people to political issues
     WHY DO THEY EXIST? (the theories) 


1.) Pluralists- Main idea: 
Disturbance Theory: Groups form as a result of changes in the political system



One wave of groups is replaced by another wave of groups offering a 



different perspective and thus counterbalance each other

2.) Elitist Theory- Main idea: Power in the hands of few; groups unequal in power; 

  

Transactions Theory: 
3.) Hyperpluralism- Main idea:   -
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Interest Group Liberalism -The more groups that arise the more stuff they will ask for 




        and get = a dysfunctional government.

    WHAT ARE IRON TRIANGLES?-
     





 a mutually beneficial, three-way relationship between__________, 
                   




 ______________________,  ___________________________. 






Each group does some action that will help the other group, 






creating a lasting and unbreakable bond between the three.
      WHAT ARE THE FUNDAMENTAL GOALS OF INTEREST GROUPS & WHAT DO THEY DO?


1. _________________________________- special interest groups will publicize issue and go on the 







 news to air their concerns
2. Influence Congress/government
3. ______________________________________
4. Change laws


Have their interests preserved or paid attention to


5. Vehicle for Voter Participation


6. __________________________
      EXAMPLES: 
· AARP(American Association of Retired People) (social)

· American Federation of Labor (AFL) (labor)
      WHY JOIN?

1. Solitary Incentives: 



Examples: League of Women Voters, ______________________________________

2. _______________: Money and services: 



Examples: Farm Organizations, AARP

3. Purposeful Incentives:


Examples: 
      HOW DO INTEREST GROUPS TRY TO SHAPE PUBLIC POLICY?


1.) lobbying:

2.) electioneering:

3.) litigation


Amicus briefs: 

4.) gain media attention:  Grassroots lobbying/ Mass mobilization
      WHAT ARE KEY LOBBYING REGULATIONS?


1946 Federal Regulation of Lobbying Act: 

Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995- restrictions on gifts, meals, expenses and put waiting period of 1 year 




       for former agency employees who want to lobby

ISSUE: Revolving Door:

Ethics in Government Act (1978) (executive branch) – executive branch employees must file financial 







disclosure reports that list income and positions in or offices held. 







-Cannot “lobby” for 2 years 

      WHAT HELPS MAKE INTERST GROUPS SUCCESSFUL?

1.) Size



Free Rider Issue


2.) Intensity


3.) Financial Resources

PACS:  (Political Action Committees)

WHAT’S A PAC?

            WHY HAVE THEY DEVELOPED?


Scandals and the influence of money in politics

HOW DO THEY INFLUENCE ELECTIONS/POLITICIAN?


Politicians need to raise funds to campaign



EXAMPLES:


WHY FUNDRAISING?  

CAMPAIGN FINANCE RULES



Hard Money- direct campaign contributions limits set by law


Soft Money- campaign contributions in unlimited amounts that sidestep the law. Usually soft 



         money had  been  made to political parties 


Federal Election Campaign Act 1974

  McCain –Feingold BCRA 2002


Created Federal Election Commission:

Bans national parties from:

Federal agency that looks over elections
And campaign spending




- raising soft money






-  air issue corp./union ads:










30 days before primary

Individual can give -   $1,000 primary election
                        60 days before gen. election

· $1,000 in general election
Raised hard money contribution limits





$__________ for primary

  
PAC - $5,000 to individual




$__________ for general


$15,000 to party






Individual- $5,000 to PACS







Individual- $25,000 to political party





LOOPHOLE:
Soft money!



LOOPHOLE: 527 Organizations: tax exempt non-










profit organizations that can raise in 










unlimited amounts and make 











commercials BUT can’t directly say 










to vote for a candidate (limited as to 


Result:







when it can be shown)










Result:
IMPORTANT CASES: 

Buckley v. Valeo (1976) 



- limits on a campaign in its spending are unconstitutional


- certain types of campaign ____________= ____________

McConnell vs. FEC (2003)-

Citizen’s United v. FEC (2010) – 5-4: Challenged campaign finance reform on the grounds that limiting 






campaign donations unconstitutional on the grounds that it violates 





the freedom of speech. It lifted restrictions made from corporations






and labor unions- they have free speech protections, too. 

McCutcheon v. Federal Election Commission (2014)- 5-4- 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS (add additional notes from videos)

Super PACS: PACS that can ______________________________corporations and unions. Must 



disclose their donors. 


501 (c) 4 -
  

    - political activity OK as long as not “primary purpose”



    - must disclose amounts of spending 



    - ***


Other Reforms: 



Clean Elections-



Let it Flow



