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Legislative Branch (Congress)

Assignment 1:  Read Magruder's American Government, Chapter 10. pp. 260-287. Be prepared to discuss in class.

1.  What are the terms or length of elected office for members of Congress? Why is Congress done this way?  What is meant by the Senate being a Continuous body?

2. How are territories represented in Congress? List four territories? What is a resident commissioner? (pg. 267)

3. How do we determine the number of representatives each state will get in the House of Representatives? Explain your answer?

4. What is reapportionment? What did the 1929 Reapportionment Act do? 

5. Explain Gerrymandering. Draw an example of a gerrymandered district & label it.

6. Explain the following reapportionment case:
Wesberry vs. Sanders
7. What are the qualifications for Congress?
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8. Who decides the qualifications for Congress if there is a question of seating a new member? May Congress refuse to seat a member? How? Why?

9. Explain the Court Case of Powell vs. McCormack? What was the major decision in the case?

10. What is the general background of most of the members of Congress?


a.) What groups have the most strength in Congress?

11. The most recent Congress is in its ___________ term. Each terms has_____sessions. (You will need to look up the answers to this one on the web or almanac.)





# of Republicans

# of Democrats

# of Independents
a.) House of Reps.:_____________

_____________

_____________

b.) Senate:
      _____________

_____________

_____________

12.  What is expelled? How does a member of Congress get expelled?

13. What is the Messenger Boy Concept? (Hint: be sure to read ALL of the chapter) List some of the duties of a Congressmen for his/her district?
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14. a.) Who determines the salary of Congress? b.) How can it be changed? c.) What is the present salary of members of Congress? (need to look online for present salary) 

15. List some of the fringe benefits of Congress?
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16. How does the 27th Amendment have an impact on Congressional salaries?

17. What are the functions of Congress? 


a.) 


b.)


c.) 


d.)

e.)

18. What is Legislative Oversight?

19. Explain the 4 options lawmakers have in their job of being representatives? 


1.) TRUSTEE-


2.) DELEGATE-


3.) PARTISAN-


4.) POLITICO-

20. What is Congressional Immunity?(pg. 284) Why is it necessary? How far does it apply to each Congressman?

21. (X-tra Credit) What happens when a member of Congress dies, resigns or vacates the office? What can happen in the Senate if the Governor is of a different party than the Senator being replaced? 


