Congress: The People’s Branch
I.) Origins of Congress


A.) Great Compromise- 

B.) Senate – 

C.) House of Representatives- 
II.) Apportionment and Redistricting


A.) Reapportionment Act of 1929- 

“sampling” v. “actual enumeration” – 

B.) Redistricting



1.) gerrymandering- 


2.) Westburry v. Sanders and Reynolds v. Sims- established “one man one vote” concept- all districts are the same size in population so every person’s vote has the same weight
III.) Powers of Congress


A.) Authority to make laws


B.) Other Powers



1.) impeachment (in the House of Reps.) and convict (in the Senate)


2.) declare war (both houses)


3.) 


4.) 


5.) 

C.) Necessary and Proper Clause ( or elastic clause)- 

D.) Differences of houses



1.) House of Representatives – 


2.) Senate-  
IV.) Members of Congress


A.) Careerism- members are more oriented in making a career out of being a politician than in the past

B.) Two Constituents- Washington and their distrct/state

C.) 

V.) Incumbency Advantage –incumbents win >80 of reelections (except in 2010)

A.) Redistricting- redrawing lines which can help incumbents win

B.) Name recognition



1.) press secretaries



2.) franking privilege



3.) casework


4.) pork-barrel projects



5.) fundraising

VI.) Past elections Data:

VII.) Congressional Representation


A.) The Dilemma-



1.) Trustee- 


2.) Delegate-


3.) Partisan- 


4.) Politico- 
VIII.) Congressional Organization


A.) House of Representatives



1.) More organized- 


2.) Speaker of the House- 


3.) Others-  

B.) Senate



1.) Less rules based-  


2.) Vice President- 


3.) President Pro Tempore-


4.) Majority Leader-


5.) Others- 

C.) Presiding Officers Floor Leaders



House



Senate

IX.) Lawmaking


A.) Proposals can come from anywhere


B.) Only members of Congress can formally submit


C.) Small percentage become law


D.) Lots of hurdles


E.) Bill Making Process: 

F.) Rule 22 (Cloture) – 

G.) Types of Committees


1.) Standing Committee- 


2.) Joint- 


3.) Select- 


4.) Conference- 

H.) Committee and Members



1.) Chairperson- the most powerful person on the committee; always from the majority party; 
                                                      conducts the business of the committee
X.) Congressional Decision Making

· Political Party 

· party of the Member is a strong determinate 

· Divided government

· President

· Constituents

· Collegues/Caucuses

· Staff/Support agencies

· Interest Groups 

XI.) Congress and the President

XII.) Foreign Relations and Congress

· War Powers

XIII.) Congressional Oversight

· Oversight is the process of reviewing agency operations and programs

· Formal oversight

· hearings, requesting reports, GAO eval., leg. veto

· Informal oversight

· contact between congressional staff and agency, contacts with others (int. group)

· Congressional review of regulations

· Foreign affairs oversight

· Confirmation of appointments

· Impeachment

XIV.) Congressional Problems


A.) Pork- 

B.) Gridlock- 

C.) Partisanship- 

D.) Term Limits- 
